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For two long years he proclaimed his ideals and' convictions. He travelled to France, Germany, Austria, even Italy. In 1904 he was jailed and expelled from Geneva for staying there without a regular passport.
In the meantime he had met Angelica Balabanoff at the celebration of the thirty-third anniversary of the Paris Commune at Lausanne, She was interested in the unkempt young man and after her speech she enquired about him, was told that he had no job, no place to sleep in, and was always getting into scrapes. When she asked him whether she could help him, he replied in an almost hysterical voice that nothing could be done for him, he was sick, incapable of work or effort. But Angelica Balabanoff, the daughter of an aristocratic Russian family, felt a deep pity for the hollow-eyed young vagrant and when she found out that he could earn a few francs by translating a German revolutionary pamphlet, she helped him with his German. " It was obvious that he despised manual labour and I guessed that at least part of his wretchedness, his inability to adjust himself